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. National Weather Summary 





On Monday, flooding waterways were reaching 
record crests in the South after the past week's 
April 16 - 22 heavy rains. Mississippi and Alabama contended 
with the worst overflow. 
; Early in the day, showers dotted the upper 
West Coast, parts of the Midwest, and New York 
_— . State. The heaviest rainfall amounted to three- 
quarters inch in portions of northern California. 























HIGHLIGHTS: Heavy rain caused severe flooding in By nightfall, thunderstorms rumbled over the 

Louisiana and southeastern Texas, and aggravated lower Great Plains; Del Rio, Tex., on the Rio 

Mississippi's overflow problems. Moderate rains Grande, collected an inch of rain. 

fell on already-saturated areas of Minnesota and Rain, sometimes heavy, extended from the western 

North Dakota compounding the flooding there. sections of Kansas and Oklahoma through the eastern 
Thunderstorms, with isolated hail, moved through- two-thirds of Texas into Louisiana on Tuesday. In 

out the Plains and Mississippi Valley. Texas, nearly 2 inches soaked UCorpus Christ: -1d 
Much of the Nation showed warmer-than-normal Fort Worth. 

temperatures. The eastern slopes of the central Heavy hail pelted some towns in east central 

Rockies warmed 10 to 12 degress above normal. The New Mexico and south central Nebraska, and snow 

eastern and northwestern sections of the country fell in the mountains of northern California and 





were near or a bit cooler than normal. Washington. 
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Mississippi's Pearl River crested at 43.3 feet 
in Jackson; this topped the former high mark of 
1902 by 6 feet. 

Heavy rains drenched southern and eastern Texas 
on Wednesday. Four inches in one hour covered 
Mountain Home, near San Antonio. Conroe, north of 
Houston, reported 8 inches of rain. Tornadoes 
and hail accompanied the unsettled weather. Two 
twisters touched down near Houston. 

The northern tier of States noted moisture, as 
well; a couple of inches of snow whitened portions 
of Idaho and dipped down to Nevada. Two inches of 
rain soaked an area in extreme northwestern 
Minnesota. 

Temperatures rose in the High Plains, where 
Colorado Springs, east central Colorado, scored a 
record-tying 77°. By contrast, Beckley, southern 
West Virginia, noted a low record of 28°, under- 
cutting the old mark by 5 degrees. 

Severe weather persisted in Texas on Thursday. 
Thunderstorms continued in the Houston area adding 
to flooding problems. Sourlake, close to Beaumont, 
measured 7 inches of rain; other points recorded 
5 inches. To the south, San Antonio gathered more 
than an inch. Seven tornadoes touched down from 
central Nebraska to southeastern Texas. Heavy 
hail pounded parts of the Texas Panhandle. 

Temperatures dropped from the Appalachians 
eastward. Beckley, W. Va., at 30°, set another 
record. Elkins, east central West Virginia, broke 
the 1905 low mark by one with 23°. Cape Hatteras, 
N.C., posted a record low of 37°. 

Thunderstorms rolled over portions of the 
western Plains, Texas, the South, and Midwest. 
Additional rain in the Houston and Beaumont 
vicinities contributed to more flooding. San 
Antonio counted more than 2 inches of rain. 


WEA 10st 


To the east, Lake Charles, southwestern 
Louisiana, collected two and one-half inches. 
Flooding continued in Mississippi, where the 
Pearl River still rampaged. Springfield, Mo., 
got about an inch of rain. 

In Iowa, 2 to 3 inches drenched the Waterloo 
and Cedar Rapids areas. 

Readings remained cool in the East, where Cape 
Hatteras, N.C., at 33° tallied its second consec- 
utive record low. This was also its lowest 
temperature ever this late in spring. 

On Saturday, heavy rains doused several stations 
in eastern Texas and southern Louisiana. Corpus 
Christi received another three and a half inches of 
rain. In southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette 
gathered several inches, and to the east, Baton 


Rouge chalked up more than four and one-half 
inches. A tornado was sighted just east of the 
city. The rains edged into water-logged 


Mississippi by nightfall. 

Rain in the northern Plains posed overflow 
problems in eastern North Dakota and western 
Minnesota. 

Especially dry weather covered sections of the 
Southwest; Phoenix tied a record with only 2-per- 
cent humidity. 

On Sunday, heavy rains continued pouring over 
the southern portions of Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Baton Rouge registered another 3 inches; 
Centreville, southern Mississippi, topped five and 
a half inches. The rain stretched northward, 
where El Dorado, southern Arkansas, counted more 
than an inch and one-half. 

Another area of precipitation showed some snow 
in the Montana mountains. 

In the Pacific Northwest, Seattle/Tacoma hit 
a record high 68°. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


April 16 - 22 


HIGHLIGHTS: Low temperatures slowed grass growth 
in the Northeast and Northwest, but high readings 
speeded drying across most of the Corn Belt. Rains 
continued to saturate the south central States 
where flooding already was a problem. Plowing 

and land preparation advanced on schedule in the 
north central States but lagged in the Delta. 
Pastures generally rated fair to good. Winds 
dried ranges in the Southwest, and most of Florida 
was dry. Soil moisture scored adequate to surplus 
except in New Mexico and Florida. Winter wheat 
rated fair to good with heading evident on the 
Texas Low Plains and across most of the South. 
Early Arizona stands began turning color. Spring 
wheat seeding lagged at 3%, half last year's rate 
and far behind the 20% average. Oats and barley 
seeding showed similarly slow progress. Cotton 
planting, excluding California, reached 14%, shy of 
1978's 20% and the 16% average. Including Cali- 
fornia data, which are only available for the 
current year, 1979 cotton planting stands at 22% 
complete. Rice planting in the Delta stood at 
32%, well behind 1978's 66% and the 60% average. 
Corn planting finally reached the Corn Belt and 
advanced nationally to 4% compared with 5% last 
year and the 8% average. Only a few soybeans were 
planted in the Southeast. Grain sorghum planting 
remained centered in Texas. 


SMALL GRAINS: 
fair to good. 


Winter wheat condition ranged from 
All major production areas had 


adequate soil moisture and above-normal temperatures. 


Heading advanced northward into the Texas Low 
Plains. Across the Southeast, heading ranged from 
28 to 55%. Some early wheat in the Southwest began 
turning yellow. Insect infestations were minimal. 
Pacific Northwest growers finished reseeding winter- 
killed stands. 

Spring wheat planting advanced very slowly to 
only 3% complete; last year, seeding stood at 6% 
and on the average 20%. Only Idaho, among the five 
major producing States, was close to usual progress. 
The late snowmelt along with rains kept soils 
unworkable in the northern Plains. Oats and barley 
seeding also lagged far behind normal. 


COTTON: Cotton planting reached 14%, short of the 
20% last year and the 16% average. Growers in the 
Southwest and the Southeast made good progress 
Surpassing last year and the average in those 
areas. The Delta States fell far short of both 
1978 and the average because of persistent rains, 
which saturated soils and flooded many low fields. 
Texas growers prepared seedbeds on the Plains. 
Earlier planted fields in South Texas needed sun- 
shine to promote better growth. 


CORN: Corn planting finally began in the Corn 
Belt when above-normal temperatures helped dry 
fields and raise soil temperatures. Several north 
central States growers did not start planting corn, 
but those that did planted less than 5% of the 
acreage. Corn planting in the Southeast stood at 
65%, 4 points less than 1978 but 10 points ahead 
of the average. For the Nation, corn seeding 
reached 4%, behind last year's 5% and the 8% 
average. 


OTHER CROPS: Texas was the only major grain sorghum- 
producing State reporting planting progress. Texas 
growers expect to start planting sorghum on the 
Plains soon while States to the north have not 
started planting. 

Rice seeding lagged in the Delta States because 
of the wet soils and continuing rains. Planting 
stood at 32%, less than half the 66% last year 
and just over half of the 60% average. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Peaches reached the full bloom 
stage in New Jersey, and a few early orchards 
advanced to the pink stage in Pennsylvania. 
Michigan peaches attained the green tip stage. 
Virginia peach trees lost petals. Georgia peaches 
rated good. Apples bloomed as far north as 
Virginia. Jersey apples reached the pink bud stage 
and Pennsylvania's the green tip or earlier. Only 
light freeze damage was noted in a few States. 
Pacific Northwest fruit growers fired orchard 
heaters to ward off cold temperatures. The cool 
wet conditions may influence fruit set on Oregon 
cherries and prunes. Some areas of the Northwest 
were too wet to apply sprays effectively. Spraying 
was widespread throughout other fruit areas. 
California growers thinned early stone fruits. 
California almond drop continued. Texas pecan 
trees leafed out; catkins developed from the 
southern through central and eastern Texas. 
Arkansas pecans rated good. 

Florida citrus showed stress in nonirrigated 
groves; all irrigation equipment was in use. Old 
crop Valencias rated excellent with harvest in full 
swing. Arizona growers harvested Valencias and 
grapefruit. Groves scored good with bloom and new 
crop fruit set in progress. California citrus 
bloom increased; the Valencia harvest began in 
central and coastal areas. 


VEGETABLES: Sweet corn planting began in northern 
production areas including the Northeast. Growers 
planted green peas in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
Washington. Snap bean planting advanced into the 
Carolinas and Tennessee. Cucumber and tomato 
planting moved actively in the Carolinas too. 

The asparagus harvest continued along the Pacific 
Coast States and should begin soon in Michigan. 
Florida vegetable shipments advanced 13% from the 
previous week. Okra and tomatoes led the increase 
with fewer gains reported for sweet corn, cucumbers, 
peppers, potatoes, and squash; volumes of other 
crops held steady or declined. Texas rains and 
high winds caused some problems---among them, 
delayed planting in some areas, a little crop 
damage, and disease development. The lack of sun- 
shine also curtailed development of some crops. 
California growers harvested lettuce and asparagus. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Grasslands rated fair to 
good, although low temperatures in the Northeast 
and the Northwest slowed growth; elsewhere, 
pastures showed seasonal improvement. Wind dried 
Southwest rangelands, but forage supplies were 
ample. Most of the Florida peninsula suffered from 
dry conditions, and pastures rated oniy poor. 
Herdsmen in the Mountain States moved cattle to 
summer ranges. Calving and lambing were almost 
complete. Wet conditions were hard on calves in 
North Dakota, but other areas reported no unusual 
losses. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 
national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 
each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 






























ALABAMA: Showers north and west ended week of dry Cotton 81% planted; 43% emerged. Cultivation under- 
weather; most amounts less than 0.50 in. Warmer way San Joaquin Valley. Planting small grains 
temperatures, 3° above normal. northeast interior. Grains satisfactory develop- 
Fieldwork: 3.2 days suitable. Soil moisture ment. High winds caused lodging San Joaquin Valley. 
adequate to surplus. Planting corn and cotton, Alfalfa slowed by cool weather San Joaquin Valley. 
plowing mostly higher ground. Heavy erosion damage Cutting, baling active south coast, Sacramento, 
reported, freshly tilled fields hit hardest. Farmers San Joaquin Valleys. Ground preparation corn 
in several areas must prepare new seedbeds before continued Sacramento Valley. Planting sugarbeets 
planting. Corn 55% planted, 59% 1978, 36% average. continued south coast. Cultivation irrigation 
Cotton planted 12%, 39% 1978, 29% average. Peanuts underway San Joaquin Valley. Treatment sugarbeets 
18% planted, 10% 1978. Wheat headed 36%, 43% 1978; cutworms active San Joaquin Valley. Digging beets 
crop fair to good condition. Pastures, livestock active San Joaquin Valley, central coast. Planting 
fair condition. safflower continued Sacramento, San Joaquin Valleys. 
Planting milo underway Imperial Valley. Early 
ARIZONA: Cool, dry weather, gusty winds. Tempera- stone fruit thinned. Orchards, vineyards sprayed, 
tures dropped, rose again by weekend. No precipi- cultivated, irrigated. Citrus bloom increased, 
tation. Temperatures near normal. Valencia harvest began central, coastal districts. 
Cotton planting active all areas except west, Almond drop continued. Asparagus harvest nearly 
virtually complete; 60% planted, 55% last year. finished desert, active other areas, much to 
Small grains good progress, color change early processors. Lettuce harvest complete desert, 
fields. Heading underway most late plantings. increasing San Joaquin Valley, south and central 
Safflower, corn, milo planting good progress. coast. Strawberry harvest near peak south coast, 
Second cutting alfalfa nearing completion west. increasing central coast, San Joaquin Valley. 
Regrowth good progress. Sugarbeets good progress. Digging spring potatoes started Kern County. 
Harvest lettuce, other spring vegetables good pro- Range, forage supply good. Calving, lambing 
gress. Harvest lettuce central area full swing. nearly complete. Stock movement to summer pastures. 






Cantaloups, watermelons good progress, flowering; 
first set underway. Cultivation, vine turning 






































later plantings active. Green chili plantings 50% COLORADO: Warm and dry. Isolated showers produced 
complete Cochise County. Valencia orange harvest only light precipitation on eastern plains. 
full swing, grapefruit harvest active, limited. Temperatures generally 6 to 11° above normal. 
Groves good condition. Blooming, setting new crop Winter wheat good condition. Wind and insect 
fruit good progress. Water, soil moisture holding damage light. Foot rot or wheat rust continued 
reasonably well. Browse ample, but drying rapidly. to show up on eastern plains. Oats seeded 16%, 
Calves good condition. 67% 1978, 56% average. Onions seeded 28%. Spring 
barley 39%, 48% 1978, 56% average. Fieldwork: 

ARKANSAS: Temperatures several degrees above nor- 4.5 days suitable. Calving 72% complete. Lambing 
mal. Rainfall light in northern half, moderate to 46% complete. Death losses slightly below average. 
heavy in southern sections. Most rainfall end of 
week. Lowest normal 589; highest 65°. Lowest mean FLORIDA: Generally dry and warm. Lows in north 
65°; highest 69°. Lowest temperature 439; highest in 40's and 50's on 16th, warming to 60's by 22nd. 
89°. Least precipitation 0; most 2.27 in. Elsewhere, lows in 60's prevailed. Highs in 80's 

Land preparation and planting progressed rapidly with few low 90's. Thundershowers widely scattered 
during midweek however, wet soils and late week in south, 21st mainly during afternoon, evening 
rainfall continued to hamper field progress. Field- hours. 
work: 4.4 days suitable. Soil moisture average Soil moisture short; adequate few areas north 
to surplus. Soybean field preparation active. and eastern Panhandle. Corn good condition. Pea- 
No plantings to date, 1% completed 1978, average nut planting full swing. Soybean planting just 
2%. Cotton land prepatation active; less than 1% beginning. Tobacco planting complete, crop fair 
planted, 11% 1978, 8% average. Rice planting 14%, progress. Sugarcane good condition. Small grains 
45% 1978, 40% average. Corn planting 21%, 50% headed, good to excellent condition. Central pas- 
1978, 50% average. Sorghum planting 7% completed, tures remain under moisture stress, generally poor 
41% 1978, 36% average. Small grain crop conditions condition; fair to good condition other areas. 
good. Plant growth in boot stage or beginning to Cattle fair to good condition. Stress showing in 
form heads. Fruit trees good condition. Straw- nonirrigated citrus groves; all irrigation equip- 
berries, tomatoes, pecans, good condition. Hay and ment being used. Old crop Valencias excellent 
pasture growth improved, cattle gaining weight on condition. Valencia harvest full swing. Overall 
improved pastures; good condition. vegetable crop condition good to excellent, some 

only fair. Plant wilting from high temperatures a 

CALIFORNIA: Early week moderate to heavy precipi- problem some areas. Growth, progress generally 
tation extreme north coastal area and northern good to very good. Fruit set, size mostly very 
Sierra. Sacramento Valley less than 0.10 fell. Up good. Irrigation very heavy, spraying active. 
to 1 foot new snow fell at higher elevations of Harvest very active; at peak for some crops. Ship- 
northern Sierra. Fair mild weather prevailed over ments up 13% from previous week. Supplies okra, 
first and latter part of period with high tempera- tomatoes up considerably. Harvest sweet corn, 
tures into low 80's in Central Valley. Tempera- cucumbers, peppers, potatoes, squash increased 
tures below normal with considerable cloudiness while snap beans, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, 
over northern third. Minimum temperatures near chinese cabbage, eggplant held steady. Celery, 
freezing in foothill areas of Sierra late week. escarole, lettuce, parsley, radish, strawberry 

Cool weather slowed planting activities. Rice supplies decreased. Strawberry crop condition 






3% planted. Planting cotton continued desert area. fair to good. Watermelon crop condition mostly 
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sood; irrigation active. Light harvest underway 


southwest area. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures ranged from mid-50's moun- 
tains to mid and upper 60's across central and 
south. Rainfall from 1.00 to 4.00 in. north and 
west to less than 1.00 in. southeast. Extremes: 
84 and 29°. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus except south- 
east where short. Fieldwork: 5 days suitable. 
Some wind and sandstorm damage reported. Corn 
good; 91% planted, last year 82%, average 68%. 


Sidedressing continued, some pesticide applications. 


Tobacco fair to mostly good condition; 97% trans- 
planted, 89% last year, 93% average. Watermelon 
fair to good; 90% planted, 86% last year. Cotton 
fair to mostly good condition; 52% planted, 36% 
up to stand, some stands damaged due to cool 
weather, will require replanting, last year 44% 
planted, 10% up to stand, average 36% planted. 
Soybeans good; 3% planted, 2% last year and 
average. Peanuts fair to mostly good condition; 
25% seeded, 28% last year, 26% average. Soil 
temperatures still cool. Sorghum 15% planted, 

14% last year. Small grains good condition, head- 
ing, some disease problems in wheat. Peaches good 
condition, spraying. Apples good, blooming, spray- 
ing. Vegetables fair to good. Tent caterpillars 
northern areas. Pastures, cattle and hogs good 
condition. 


HAWAII: Weather favorable. More sunny periods 
occurring. Showers generally light, confined to 
higher elevation. 

Irrigation getting frequent. 
severe insect, disease damage, 
of Maui. Harvesting most vegetable crops becoming 
active. Banana supplies light. Papaya supplies 
light but steady. Pineapple harvesting steady. 
Sugar harvesting active. Pastures generally fair 
to good. 


Some isolated 
lettuce crop Island 


IDAHO: Fields continued wet north and southeast. 
Most field activity in south central below normal. 
Seeding behind last two years and below normal. 
Spring wheat 35% seeded, last year 45%, normal 40%. 
Spring barley 25%, last year 40%. Sugarbeets 50% 
planted. Potato planting full swing southwest. 
Calving and lambing nearly complete. 

Temperatures generally 1 to 3° below normal. 
Precipitation above normal north, elsewhere below 
normal. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures near normal north, east; 
3 to 4° above normal elsewhere. Precipitation 
0.10 to 0.33 in. most areas, west 1.00 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Winter 
wheat good. Oat seeding 50% complete, 43% last 
year, 80% average. Alfalfa good. Plowing corn, 
soybeans 72% complete, 57% last year, 83% average. 
Corn less than 1% planted, 1% last year, 7% 


average. Pastures good. Fieldwork: 2.5 days 
suitable. 
INDIANA: Sunny, dry. Temperatures near normal; 


sunshine 63 to 81% of possible. 
ranged 30 to 81°. 


Temperatures 
Rainfall none or slight in 
north and central. Southwest and southeast aver- 
aged 0.20 in. coming on weekend. 

Soil temperatures in 50's. Fieldwork: 2 days 
suitable. Topsoil and subsoil moisture mostly 
adequate to surplus. Spring planted cropland 60% 
plowed, 1978 50%, average 60%. Few fields corn 
and sorghum planted. Oats 30% seeded, 1978 35%, 
average 65%. Clover 75% seeded, 1978 50%, average 
80%. Wheat condition fair to good; 6 in. high, 
1978 4 in., average 9 in. Wheat 10% jointed, 1978 


%. Pastures improved, rated fair to good. 


IOWA: Warm, wet. Widely scattered early week 
showers followed by moderate to heavy general rains 
and thunderstorms on 19th to 20th. 

Plowing: 60% complete, last year 46%, 
72%. Oat acreage seeded 37%, 
normal 67%. Fertilizer applied 51%, last year 36%. 
Fieldwork: 3 days suitable. Livestock fair con- 
dition and improving. 


normal 
last year 45%, 


KANSAS: Precipitation from 0.10 in. west to 0.60 
in. central and northeast, being widely variable 
with little or none extreme west. Heavy thunder- 
storms central 16th night produced 3.20 in. at 
Salina. Temperatures from 66° southeast and 62 to 
64° elsewhere, 7 to 12° above normal. 

Wheat growth behind normal pace; 20% jointing, 
last year 30%, average 50%. Scattered fields 
showing winterkill. Some soil-borne mosaic. 
to moderate army cutworm infestations. 
ing less than 5%, 


Light 
Corn plant- 
Slightly behind last year, 
average 10%. Oat seeding 50% complete, last year 
75%, average 85%. Barley seeding 65% complete, 
last year 90%, average 85%. Fieldwork: 3.5 days 
suitable. 


KENTUCKY: Beautiful spring weather. Temperatures 

started cool, but averaged near normal by weekend. 

No precipitatin received until over weekend, and 

then less than 0.20 in. 
Fieldwork: 4.2 days suitable. 

farm work 9 days behind schedule. 

adequate to surplus. Plowing 50% completed. Corn 

5% planted, 11% last year, average 18%. Tobacco 

beds mostly good condition, emerged plants mostly 

size of dime or less. Barley 10% headed, only a 

few early fields of wheat beginning to head. 

Weevil infestation in 50% alfalfa fields and spraying 

begun. Fruit prospects fair to good, some freeze 

damage north and east. 


Progress of 
Soil moisture 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 1° below normal to 32 
above normal. Extremes: 89 and 469%. Rainfall 
statewide. 

Fieldwork: 4.6 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Rice 55% planted, 78% last 
year, 71% average; 45% emerged. Corn 70% planted, 
80% last year, 71% average; 60% emerged. Cotton 
3% planted, 20% last year, 13% average. Sugarcane 
weed control, fertilizing. Strawberry harvest 


active. Small grains and cattle fair to good. 
Pastures average. Oats 40% headed, wheat 55% 
headed. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures 4° below normal. 
Highs in upper 50's and low 60's and lows in upper 
30's to low 40's. Precipitation light, averaging 
about 0.25 in. 

Fieldwork: 4.9 days suitable. 
mostly adequate. 


Soil moisture 
Pastures supplying average 
amounts of feed. Plowing for corn over 40% com- 
pleted. Small grains mostly good condition. 
Vegetable planting continued. Tobacco beds in 


good shape. Fruit growers pruning and spraying 
orchards. 
MICHIGAN: Temperatures ranged from 1° above normal 


west central Lower to 4° above normal over most of 
eastern Lower. Slight heating trend late week, 
maximums reached low to mid-70's over parts of 
Lower and upper 60's over portions of Upper. 
Precipitation 0.13 in. Upper and 0.07 in. Lower. 
Onion and celery planting begun. Fruit tree buds 
northwest tight. Ice still floating Grand Traverse 
Bay. Fruit crops moving fast southwest. Apples, 
pears, plums and peaches reached green tip or more 
advanced. Cherries at silvertip while grape buds 
swelling. Asparagus harvest to begin this week. 
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Potato and sugarbeet planting started Thumb, 

though soil still wet. Very limited field prepara- 
tion and oats seeding other areas, including Upper 
Peninsula. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 5° above normal. 
71 and 23°. Precipitation 0.20 in. subnormal cen- 
tral and south, near normal north; however, local 
areas 0.50 to 0.75 in. above normal northwest, 
west central and southeast. Precipitation totals 
ranged from less than 0.25 in. much of central to 
locally more than 1.00 in. extreme northwest, west 
central and southeast. Only trace of snow in 
northern section. 

Fieldwork began on well drained soils in east 
central, south central, southeast; will begin this 
week in west central, central. Too wet to work 
elsewhere. Seeded: Spring wheat 1%, 1978 1%, 
normal 26%; oats 1%, 1978 2%, normal 30%; barley 
0%, 1978 0%, normal 15%; green peas for processing 
1%, 1978 1%, normal 16%. Corn ground 1% prepared 
for planting, 1978 1%, normal 14%. Virtually 
none planted. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures near normal. Extremes: 
40 and 88°. Sunny and dry early, midweek; rain 
late week with amounts up to 7.00 in. southwest. 
Soil moisture adequate south central, southeast; 
surplus elsewhere. Fieldwork: 3.7 days suitable. 
Planting of cotton, rice underway in well drained 
fields. Mississippi River backwater flooding many 
- fields along river and tributaries. Acreage 
plowed 57%, 81% 1978, 74% average. Corn fair to 
. good condition; 49% planted, 68% 1978, 49% average; 
31% up to stand, 39% 1978. Cotton 3% planted, 14% 
1978, 14% average. Rice 11% planted, 68% 1978, 
45% average; 1% up to stand, 23% 1978, 12% average. 
Winter wheat good to fair condition; 94% jointing, 
, 86% 1978; 25% headed, 19% 1978. Irish potatoes 


Extremes: 


Peaches 
live- 


85% planted. Watermelons 73% planted. 
good condition. Pastures good condition; 
stock, good to fair. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures warmed, 1° above normal 
Bootheel, 4° above normal east and northwest, 8° 
above normal west central plains and west Ozarks. 
Precipitation light, 0.50 to 0.75 in. northwest 
prairie, less than 0.25 in. elsewhere. 

Fieldwork: 2.0 days suitable. Plowing 62% 
complete, last year 26%, normal 62%. Oats 29% 
seeded, last year 18%, normal 74%. Corn 3% 
planted, last year 5%, normal 22% Cotton 1% 
planted, last year 3%, normal 7% Condition of 
winter wheat and pasture mostly good. Soil moisture 
mostly adequate to surplus. 


MONTANA: Typical spring weather. Temperatures 
rose into 80's in some areas early week but fell 
into 50's following day. Temperatures generally 
normal except for south central and east where few 
degrees above normal. Precipitation ranged from 
snow to heavy thundershowers. Overall, precipita- 
tion light to moderate. 

Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork: 
suitable. Winter wheat fair condition, winterkill 
moderate, some localized areas heavy. Planting 
progress: Spring wheat started, 1978 10%, average 
25%. Barley started 1978 10%, average 25%. Oats 
started, 1978 10%, average 15%. Sugarbeets 10%, 
1978 35%, average 35%. Range growth just starting, 
limiting available range feed. Calving 80% com- 
plete, lambing 70%, shearing 65% 


1 day 


NEBR“SKA: Temperatures 10° above normal. Precip- 
itation 0.50 in. most areas except southwest with 
only traces. 

Winter wheat condition good to fair. Wheat 
stands and appearance variable. Oats planting 50% 
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75% normal. Barley seeding 
35% complete, 40% year ago, 75% normal. Sugarbeet 

planting active Panhandle. Soil moisture adequate. 
Replacement cattle demand strong. Calving nearing 

completion. Fieldwork: 5.3 days suitable. 


complete, 50% year ago, 


NEVADA: Dry and mild early week, storm about mid- 
week brought precipitation and cooler weather. 
Temperatures near to a little above normal. 
Precipitation confined to north. 

Alfalfa cuttings gaining momentum southern 
valleys. Livestock movement to summer ranges 
slow. Some seeding small grains south. 


NEW ENGLAND: 
tures near normal until 19th, 
normal. 


Light showers early week. Tempera- 
then 10 to 15° above 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal. 
Extremes: 25 and 76°. Rainfall 0.03 in. north, 
0.01 in. central and 0.01 in. south. Soil moisture 
in percent of field capacity 96% north, 92% 
central, and 90% south. Soil temperature 48° 
north, 54° central and south. 

Warmer weekend temperatures advanced crop 
progress. Field activity increased. Fieldwork: 
5 days suitable. Growers plowing, discing, 
spreading fertilizer and lime, spraying fruit, 
planting spring vegetables and trying to catch up 
on Irish potato planting. Peaches in full bloom 
south. Apples in pink bud stage. Strawberries 
forming buds, prospects good. Fall seeded grains 
growing nicely. Oat planting active. 


NEW MEXICO: Scattered showers northeast and east 
central 17th and southern areas over weekend. Rain 
mostly negligible. Warm early week cooling mid- 
week then mild weekend. Temperatures near normal 
to 5 to 6° above normal. 

Soil moisture short to adequate. ‘Alfalfa good 
condition. Cotton planting in progress. Wheat, 
barley good condition; 80% small grains jointed. 
Corn planting in progress. Lettuce, onions good 
condition. Limited amount chile being planted. 
Pastures fair condition, winds continued to sap 


moisture. Lambing and calving continued. 
NEW YORK: Temperatures near normal. Extremes: 
76 and 15°. Precipitation well below normal. 


Fieldwork delayed by cool, wet soils. Oat 
planting just starting. Wheat condition fair to 
good. Sweet corn planting, onion field preparation 
underway. Apples in green tip to earlier stage. 
Some winter injury to peaches. Pears wintered 
well. 


NORTH CAROLINA: 
precipitation. 
Fieldwork: 5.2 days suitable. Soil moisture 

adequate. Condition of small grains, pasture, 
tobacco beds, Irish potatoes and truck crops fair 
to mostly good. Tobacco in fields fair to good. 
Vegetables mostly fair to good. Planted: Corn 
59%, 1978 70%, average 56%; cotton 23%, 1978 20%, 
average 16%; flue-cured tobacco 12%, 1978 7%, 
average 16%; Snap beans 73%; cucumbers 73%, peppers 
25%; watermelons 50%; cabbage complete; sorghum, 
peanuts and soybeans just getting underway. 


Temperatures subnormal. No 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures rose into 40's and were 
above normal for first time this spring. Snow 
north melted causing flood problems. Extremes: 
23° north central to 79° southwest. Midweek storm 
spread rain across State. Amounts generally 
averaged 0.50 in., except south central where 
ranged 0.10 to 0.20 in. 

Virtually no fieldwork yet. Expected dates for 
beginning fieldwork progress from later in week 


south to mid-May or later north. Fields east 
central and northeast under flood water. No 
seeding of grains yet. Hard red spring planted 
last year 1%, average 9%. Continued wet conditions 
this spring hard on calves and lambs. Causing 
problems with scours in calves. 


OHIO: Maximum temperatures low 80's 2lst. 
mums reached freezing early week. Rainfall very 
light. Drying conditions slowed by cool weather. 
Corn planting now underway except north central. 
Wheat condition mostly fair to good but varies 
widely, some fields not topdressed. Oats showing 
some growth. Sugarbeet planting late but growers 
not yet overly concerned. Development of fruit on 
schedule, most will blossom first week in May, 
some losses reported. Transplanting and seeding 
vegetables full swing. Corn planted less than 1%, 
5% 1978, 10% average. Oats planted 25%, 35% 1978, 
65% average. Sugarbeets planted less than 5%, 30% 
1978, 65% average. Spring and fall plowing 80%, 
70% 1978, 75% average. Fieldwork: 2 days favor- 
able. Pasture condition fair. Soil moisture 
adeugate to surplus. 


Mini- 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 5 to 7° above normal over 
western third, 2 to 4° above normal in central 
third and 3 to 5° above normal in eastern third. 
Precipitation slightly above normal over southern 
third and below normal elsewhere. 

Topsoil and subsoil moisture supplies adequate. 
Wheat good condition with 88% jointing 1979 and 
average, 77% 1978. Oats and barley rated good. 
About 75% of oat crop jointing, compared to 52% 
1978 and 71% average. About 84% of barley joint- 
ing, compared to 57% last year and 78% average. 
Alfalfa rated good with first cuttings this week. 
Ground preparation for most major crops lagged 
but still ahead of normal. Native pastures begun 
to support livestock but some haying is continuing. 
Fieldwork: 4.1 days suitable. 


OREGON: Another cold week. Temperatures 2 to 4° 
below normal in west; 4 to 8° below normal east. 
Maximum temperatures ranged from mid-50's to mid- 
60's. Minimum temperatures in 30's west, teens 
and 20's east. Rainfall averaged about 1.50 in. 
along coast; 0.50 in. interior valleys; 0.10 to 
0.40 in. east. 

Soil moisture surplus west; 
Fieldwork slowed due to rain. 
ing about complete west; full swing northeast and 
Klamath Basin. Most reseeding complete. Fertiliz- 
ing winding down. Preparation in progress for 
planting alfalfa and silage corn. Cool, wet 
weather causing serious concern about fruit set 
possibilities of cherries and prunes. Too wet to 
spray fungicides. Heavy mite infestations in rasp- 
berries and strawberries. Strawberries starting 
to bloom. Some orchard heating, Medford. Filbert 
leaf roller infestations in some orchards. Aspara- 
gus harvest beginning. Livestock condition good. 
Pastures a little slow. Range good, forage aver- 
age. Feed supplies adequate. 


adequate east. 
Spring grain seed- 


PENNSYLVANIA: Mostly sunny with warming trend but 

still 1 to 3° below normal. Lows in 20's and 30's 

early week to highs in 70's weekend. Extremes: 

14 and 80°. Scattered light showers 16th and week- 
end produced less than 2.50 in. rainfall statewide 

for driest week so far this year. 

Fieldwork: 5 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate. Activities: Plowing, discing; chopping, 
baling corn fodder; spreading manure, lime, ferti- 
lizer; spraying; orchard pruning; trimming, tying 
grapes; planting oats, alfalfa, clover, potatoes, 
sweet corn, cabbage plants, tobacco beds. Plowing 
30%, same as 1978. Oats planted 23%, last year 
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29%. Potatoes planted 11%, last year 8%. Tobacco 
beds 90% sown, last year 70%. Barley and wheat 
pre-boot, condition good. Hay stands mostly good 
to fair condition. Feed from pastures below aver- 
age. Peaches 10% pink, ‘cherries 8%, apples under 
of. 


PUERTO RICO: 
0.45 in. below normal. 
coasts and 73° interior. 


Island average rainfall 0.66 in. or 
Temperatures about 78° on 
Extremes: 94 and 56°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Mild days and cool nights. Tem- 
peratures moved upward to near normal late week. 
Extremes: 84 and 34°. Rainless with clear skies. 

Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork: 5 days 
available. Tobacco transplanting active; condition 
good with slight insect damage; 80% planted, 50% 
last year, average 73%. Corn condition generally 
good in spite of some wind and sand damage; 84% 
planted, 90% last year, 77% average. Cotton 
planted reached 41%, 40% last year, 38% average... 
Stands fair to good, some replanting required due 
to strong winds and blowing sand. All cucumbers 
93% planted; tomatoes 95%; watermelons 81%; 
cantaloups 68%; peanuts 16% planted, 26% last year, 
28% average. Wheat and oats heading; 28% and 35%. 
Pastures and livestock good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures warmed to averages in 
50's; 5 to 15° above normal. Extremes: 16 and 
86°. Precipitation ranged from trace in southwest 
to 1.75 in. east. Growing degree days below normal 
north; above normal elsewhere. No snowcover. 

Fieldwork behind. Winter wheat fair. Oats 
planted 8%, 1978 5%, average 39%. Spring wheat 
planted 4%, 1978 10%, average 38%. Barley planted 
5%, 1978 4%, average 33%. 


Fair most of week, rain at weekend. 
Temperatures 2 to 5° 


TENNESSEE : 
Amounts averaged 0.25 in. 
above normal. 

Fieldwork: 3.9 days suitable. 
adequate, some bottomland flooded. Spring plowing 
53% complete, 1978 74%, average 68%. Corn 12% 
planted, 1978 32%, average 24%. Cotton 2% planted, 
1978 8%, average 9%. Tobacco plant beds all seed- 
ed, growth slow. Pastures fair. Alfalfa weevil 
above control levels. Cattle good condition. 

Small grains fair, growth slow. Tent caterpillar 
heavy in fruit trees. Snap bean planting just 
beginning east. 


Soil moisture 


TEXAS: Early week thunderstorms, heavy rains. 
Continued rainfall over east remainder of week. 
River flooding occurred southeast. Rainfall 4.50 
in. above normal Upper Coast, southeast; 2.00 to 
2.50 in. above normal northeast, south, south 
central. Rainfall Panhandle near normal, elsewhere 
0.50 to 1.00 in. above normal. Soil temperatures 
70° or warmer over south, Edwards Plateau. Rolling 
Plains, southern High Plains, lower elevations 
Trans-—Pecos in Blacklands, Brazos Valley, east 
Texas, soil temperatures in upper 60's. Panhandle 
soils averaged in low and mid-60's. 

Rain hindered fieldwork, planting especially 
central, east Texas. Rice, sorghum planting con- 
tinue lag although some fields planted before heavy 
rains moved into central, east. Lower Rio Grande 
Valley received needed moisture but some flooding 
reported. Only portions State still short moisture 
are Trans-Pecos, High and Low Plains. Cotton 
planted south, central as weather permitted. Land 
preparation continued brisk pace on Plains. Early 
planted cotton south needs sunshine to promote 
growth. Corn planting gathered momentum Plains 
where few earlier planted fields have emerged. 
Chinch bugs, cutworms presented problems for farm- 
ers in parts of Blacklands coastal areas wherecool, 


VIRGINIA: 


rainy weather prevailed. Sorghum planting should 
begin on Plains as soil temperatures slowly rise. 
Good growth noted on emerged fields elsewhere al- 
though many fields remain wet. Wheat began to head 
as far north as Low Plains. High winds, heavy 
rains damaged fields central, east. Insect damage 
minimal. Rice planting well behind schedule due to 
wet conditions. Peanuts emerged to good stands 
some south fields but most State awaiting warmer 
soil temperatures to commence planting. Sugarbeet 
planting continued active on Plains. Corn planted 
47%, 46% 1978.52% average. Cotton planted 15%, 19% 
1978, 17% average. Peanuts planted 7%, 10% 1978, 
14% average. Rice planted 53%, 94% 1978, 91% aver- 
age. Sorghum planted 50%, 64% 1978, 58% average. 
Sugarbeets planted 86%, 93% 1978, 86% average. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley spring potato harvest 
underway. Carrot and spring onion harvest active. 
Light supplies cabbage available. Bell peppers, 
melons, tomatoes made good progress. Rain inter- 
rupted field activities. Coastal Bend cucumbers 
and melons making good growth. Laredo spring 
onion harvest underway and carrot harvest continued. 
San Antonio-Winter Garden area bell peppers and 
onions growing well although some onion stands 
need sunshine to Halt disease development and en- 
hance bulb development. Carrot harvest interrupted 
by rain some areas. Melons beginning to vine. 

East Texas rains continued to delay planting in 
some areas. Plant growth slowed by prolonged, wet 
soil conditions. Insect populations, especially 
cutworms, have increased. Some losses occurred 
result of recent high winds and torrential rain- 
fall. High Plains onion and potato planting near 
completion. Most onion and potato fields making 
good progress although some seeded onion fields 
suffered damage from high winds. Trans-Pecos 
cabbage and onion fields at Dell City suffered 
extensive wind damage. Peach producers in central 
and south began thinning fruit. Small peaches 
forming in east. Trees on High Plains that escaped 
freeze and wind damage remain in bloom stage with 
petal drop underway. Pecan trees continued to leaf. 
Catkin development noticeable from south throughout 
central and east. Zinc and pre-pollination spray- 
ing active most areas. 

Pastures and rangeland continued to green in 
response to warm temperatures and ample moisture 
supplies although ranges beginning to dry in Trans- 
Pecos. Supplemental feeding virtually ended as 
forage supplies increased. On High Plains, cattle 
on wheat pasture making rapid gains. Bermuda 
growth slow in central and east. Grazing limited 
in some areas southeast result of flooded pastures 
caused by heavy rainfall. Shearing remained active 
on Edwards Plateau. Livestock in good to excellent 
condition. 


UTAH: Few, widely scattered showers northwest mid- 
week. Amounts moisture generally light. Cooling 
trend forepart of period but warming over weekend. 
Temperatures ranged between 1° below to 7° above 
normal. 

Weather improved. Fieldwork active. Spring 
planting, fertilization and field preparation 
progressing. Spring grains about 45% planted. 
Freeze damage to fruit slight. Range and pasture 
short because of cold. Lambing, calving, shearing 
continued. 


Below normal temperatures with mostly 
sunny days and fair nights. Scattered and very 
light showers over weekend as slow-moving frontal 
system brought above normal temperatures. 

Topsoil moisture mostly adequate; some surplus 
east. Fieldwork: 4.4 days available. Good pro- 
gress land preparation for spring planting. Corn 
20% planted, 36% 1978, 27% average; Tidewater and 
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southeast corn 38% planted, 59% 1978. Peanuts 
less than 1% seeded, 3% 1978, 2% usual. Condition 
pastures, wheat, hay good. Some rye haylage made. 
Fruit good; apples in heavy bloom; peaches petal 
fall stage. 


Temperatures 2 to 4° below 
below normal to 


WASHINGTON: West: 
normal. Precipitation 0.30 in. 
0.20 in. above normal. 

"et weather delayed farm activity. Planting 
strawberries, seed spinach, green peas, and other 
early vegetables active. Field rhubarb harvest 
continued. Tulip and daffodil harvests winding 
down. Cutworms reported in berry fields. Pastures 
starting to make good growth. Some greenchop being 
cut. 

East: Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal. 
cipitation 0.10 in. below normal to 0.10 in. 
normal. 

Night frosts forced orchard heating. First 
bloom showing on apples in lower Yakima Valley. 
Cherries, peaches, prunes, pears in bloom. Some 
spraying, pruning in late orchards. Potato, green 
pea, other vegetable plantings continued. Aspara- 
gus cutting active. Planting spring grains, dry 
peas and lentils active. Fertilizing, spraying 
for weeds continued as weather permitted. Working 
summerfallow becoming active. 





Pre- 
above 





WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures normal south and 
northeast, below normal elsewhere. Precipitation 
well below normal. Snow 16th higher elevations. 
Fieldwork: 3.9 days suitable. Soil moisture 
mostly adequate to surplus. Main activities: 
Plowing, fencing, and spreading fertilizer and 
manure. Small grains fair to good condition. Oats 
32% planted. 


Tobacco beds 70% planted, 21% emerged. 


Pasture and hay fair to good condition, growth 


slow. 


Temperatures 6° above normal during 
High readings in 60's and 70's, 
lows mostly in 20's and 30's. Precipitation light, 
averaging less than 0.33 in. Scattered showers 
19th to 20th. Clearing again south 21st, sunny 
and pleasant 22d. 

Crop season underway. Fieldwork: 2 days suit- 
able. Wet fields prevented work in northern areas, 
south able to work most days. Oats 10% seeded, 
1978 5%, normal 20%. Some farmers done in south 
and preparing ground for corn planting. Spring 
plowing 5% done, 1978 5%, normal 15%. Ground works 
up nice. Lot of manure being hauled that had to be 
piled during winter due to deep snow. Planting 
early peas and potatoes underway. Tobacco beds 
being prepared. Maple sap still running after 
Slow start. Hay supplies adequate to surplus, 
bedding short and bringing higher prices than hay. 
Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 


WISCONSIN: 
sunny, mild week. 


WYOMING: Temperatures 2 to 11° above normal with 
daytime highs ranging from 65 to 85°. Low temper- 
atures ranged from 15 to 31%. Precipitation 
generally below normal. 

Topsoil moisture adequate. Acreage planted: 
Spring wheat 20%; oats 20%; sugarbeets 20%, barley 
36%. Spring planting behind normal. Acreage 
emerged: Barley 6%; small amount oats, spring 
wheat, and sugarbeets. Winter wheat prospects 
mostly good. Fieldwork: 4 days suitable. Calves 
born 74%; range ewes lambed 39%; farm flock ewes 
lambed 81%; range sheep shorn 44%; farm flock 
sheep shorn 77%. Ranchers plan to start moving 
livestock to summer range late April. 


World Weather and Crop Update 


April 16 - 22 





‘CHINA PRECIPITATION (MM) 
APRIL 16-22, 1979 


SPRING WHEAT ate 














USSR. Planting continued to lag normal last week 
as 10 to 25 mm of precipitation fell over most of 
the Ukraine and surrounding areas. However, some 
progress was most likely made but not enough to 
catch up with earlier delays. Soil moisture is 
generally excellent to excessive in most areas. 


CHINA. The winter wheat region of China received 
only light precipitation this past week after 
excellent rains the week before. Amounts ranged 
from zero to 10 mm, although isolated stations 
reported 25 mm. Soil moisture is still very good 
over the area. To the south, generous rains fell 
over the rice-tea area and the double crop rice 
area. Amounts ranged from 25 to 70 mm over the 
region. The southwestern rice-growing region, 
which has been very dry, received an average of 
25 mm. 

INDIA-SOUTHEAST ASIA. Northern India was dry, but 
the southern tip received at least 25 mm. Rain 
activity also increased markedly over eastern 
India, Bangladesh, and Burma, which is typical for 
this time of year. Thundershowers occurred over 
parts of Thailand. 


AFRICA. Over North Africa, no precipitation fell 
in Morocco, but the northern portions of Tunisia 
received excellent rains for the second consecutive 
week. Rainfall also is beginning to increase over 
the Sahel with amounts of 10 to 50 mm common over 
Benin, Togo, Ghana, and the Ivory Coast. In South 
Africa, rainfall was general over the country---10 
to 25 mm was common. This moisture may help some 
late corn in the Maize Triangle but is too late 
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for most of the crop, which has been suffering 
droughty conditions since planting. 


EUROPE. Rainfall patterns over Europe were similar 
to the previous week with most areas receiving only 
light precipitation of less than 10 mm. Only 
western and central France received enough moisture 
to interfere with fieldwork. Spring planting and 
fieldwork most likely increased markedly over the 
previous week, when fields were still too wet from 
very heavy rainfall the first week in April. 
Planting is lagging well behind normal, and the 
seeding needs were increased by heavier-than- 
normal winterkill in some areas---most notably 
northern France and the United Kingdom. 


SOUTH AMERICA. Heavy rains doused much of the 
soybean-producing areas of Brazil again this 
week---at least three days in most areas. This 
has interfered with the harvest of medium-planted 


beans and may be causing some losses. Rainfall 
in Rio Grande do Sul generally ranged from 50 to 
100 mm with heaviest amounts in the western part 
of the State. In Parana and Santa Catarina, 
amounts were generally 25 to 50 mm, and Sao Paulo 
state was dry. 


MEXICO. Showers increased seasonally in central 
and eastern production areas. Scattered showers, 
a few heavy, improved soil moisture in parts of 
the Montemorelos citrus area, which was critically 
dry. Very light rains dampened fringes of the 
Zamora-Irapuato strawberry district; some heavy 
showers formed over nearby mountains. Temperatures 
averaging 2°C cooler than usual, 14°C minima and 
27°C maxima, favored strawberry development. The 
tomato area around Culican and most of the west 
coast was generally dry but with increased cloudi- 
ness. Temperatures averaging 2°c below seasonal 
readings helped vegetables. 





Aprit 16-22, 1979 
PRECIPITATION (mm) OVER THE 
SOYBEAN REGIONS OF BRAZIL 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
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HEATING DEGREE-DAYS FOR THE WEEK 


=O PERCERT DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL (1941-1970) 


APRIGAPR221979 


BASED ON PRELIMINARY TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS \ ai Dept.of Commerce - NOAA 
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o HEATING DEGREE-DAYS ACCUMULATED FROM JULY 1, 1978 


__ PERCENT DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL (1941-1970) 
: rs [par 10 


APR 221979 


BASED OM PRELIMINARY TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
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SHADED AREA INDICATES 
INCREASE OR NO CHANGE 
IN INDEX DURING WEEK 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
' ic and Atmospheric Administration 
Environmental Data Service 


The Crop Moisture Index measures the degree to the CMI gives a negative value. However, if mois- 
which moisture requirements of growing crops were ture meets or exceeds demand the index is positive. 
met during the previous week. The index is com- Shaded areas indicate the index was unchanged 
puted from average weekly values of temperature or increased from the previous week's value; soils 
and precipitation. These values are used to cal- dried in the unshaded areas. Centers of positive 
culate the potential moisture demand. Taking into and negative areas are identified by W for wet 
account the previous soil moistue condition and and D for dry. 
current rainfall, the actual moisture loss is Local moisture conditions may vary because of 
determined. differences in rainfall distribution or soil types. 

The type of agriculture and stage of crop develop- 

If the potential moisture demand, or potential ment must be considered when assessing the impact 
evapotranspiration, exceeds available moisture of moisture conditions based on the Crop Moisture 
supplies, actual evapotranspiration is reduced and Index. Some general guidelines follow. 


UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED SHADED AREA: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 
3 BOVE e 


EXCESSIVELY WET, SOME FIELDS FLOODED 

TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 

PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 
MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 

DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 

DROUGHT CONTINUED, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 

NOT ENOUGH RAIN, STILL EXTREMELY DRY 


SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET A 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 
TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 
ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 

TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 

POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT 
EXTRFMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED 


3 
2 
1 
-1 
-2. 
-3 
-4 
-4 
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CROP MOISTURE IS BECOMING SHORTER IN PENINSULA FLORIDA AND EXTREME SOUTHEASTERN U.S. PASTURE DECLINE CONTINUES IN 
MUCH OF FLORIDA AND SOME NON-IRRIGATED CITRUS IS UNDER STRESS. CONVERSELY, EXCESSIVE MOISTURE CONTINUES IN MUCH OF THE 
SOUTH AND MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. SOME TEMPORARY RELIEF IN THE DELTA COTTON AREA ALLOWED SOME PLANTING BUT MOST OF THE 
AREA IS STILL TOO WET. RECENT RAIN IN SOUTHERN TEXAS HAS RELIEVED THE DRY PROBLEM THERE. 
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SEEDING PROGRESS 


FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 22 


CORN | COTTON 
1979 1978 AVGe 1979 1978 AVG. 
COLO 0 0 0 ALA 12 39 29 
GA 91 R2 68 ARIZ 60 SS NA 
ILL 1/ l 7 ARK 1/ 11 8 
IND 1/ l 0 CALIF 81 NA NA 
IOWA 0 0 NA GA 52 44 36 
KANS 1/ 1/ 10 LA 3 20 13 
KY 5 11 18 MISS 3 14 14 
MICH 0 0 1/ MO l 3 7 
MINN 0 0 0 N MEX NA NA NA 
MO 3 S 22 NC 23 20 16 
NEBR 0 0 1/ OKLA 0 0 0 
NC Ss9 70 56 SC 4) 40 38 
OHIO 1/ 5 10 TENN 2 8 9 
Pa NA NA NA TEX 15 19 17 
S DAK 0 0 0 
VA 20 36 27 14 STATES 22 
EXCL CALIF 14 20 16 
16 STATES 4 S R 


THESE 14 STATES PRODUCED 
THESE 16 STATES PRODUCED 93% 99% OF THE 1978 COTTON CROP, 
OF THE 1978 CORN CROP. 


SPRING WHEAT RICE 

1979 1978 AVG. 1979 1978 AVGe 
INAHO 35 45 40 ARK 14 45 40 
MINN ] ] 26 CALIF 3 NA NA 
MONT 1/7 10 25 LA 55 78 71 
N DAK 0 l 9 MISS 11 68 45 
S DAK 4 10 38 TEX 53 94 91 
S STATES 3 6 20 S STATES 27 

EXCL CALIF 32 66 60 

THESE S STaTFS PRODUCED 95% 
OF THE 197R SPRING WHEAT THESE S STaTFS PRODUCED 99% 
CROP EXCLUNING DURUM, OF THF 197A RICE CROP. 


NA NOT AVATLABLE 
1/7 LESS THAN S%& 
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